
 

 

Dear ACFI Family, 

Isaiah 7:14 ð òTherefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him 

Immanueló The birth of Christ is the fulfillment of a promise to mankind 700 years ago before His birth. Though we have our own 

traditions of celebrating Christmas by exchanging gifts, making sweets and inviting friends, letõs make time to reflect on the truth that 

òthe Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us "John 1:14 and He came to òsave his people from their sinsó Matt 1:21. My 

prayer is that this season be filled with Hope, Peace, Joy and Love for you and your family. 

(Proverbs 3:5-6) "Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, 

and he shall direct thy paths."  Yes, God is in control. Do we let God control our lives? As I was reflecting this I received an email 

from a friend of mine in India. As I was reading about the events that are happening in Orissa and Bangalore I stopped and paused for 

a minute as it was surreal to read the reports of persecution in our homeland where some of us spent our student or adult life in rich religious diversity and harmony.  My 

initial reaction was how can these things happen? I reminded myself that God is in control all the time. Let us pray for all believers, especially the missionaries and their 

family's well being in India. Also pray for the people who cause all this strife and bring hardships to our brothers and sisters, that they experience our God's love and 

experience the life changing reality of Jesus Christ.  Our God is in control at all times and He is the author of everything.  These persecutions could be the catalyst for a 

bigger revival in India.  In 1 Thessalonians 5:17, the Apostle Paul makes an astonishing admonition directed toward believers ñ we are to "pray without ceasing." 

Pastor Robin Paul and Lillian aunty have been with us over a year now and their love and support has been an encouragement to our church in many aspects.  1 Timothy 

5:17 says, The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching. 

We were delighted to have special speakers from India visit us in the past months. Dr. Iris Paul from Reaching Hand Society visited us and shared about the ministry in 

Malkangiri. She talked about the progress in Orissa and the ongoing mission work in India. We had Bro. Jeff Ward from Siliguri visit us and gave us an insight into his 

ministry. It was very interesting to see his demonstration of how he shared the Gospel in Siliguri with folks who have not heard about the Bible or Jesus.  It was energiz-

ing to have Fr. Berckman in our worship service sing his famous songs in different languages. We were blessed to have Bro. Sam Jebadurai in our 3 day convention at 

ACFI ð Getting Closer with God. One of the sessions was an interactive Q&A session. Vinoth Rajkumar helped to plan this event. 

ACFI had its first Vacation Bible Study this summer. Naga with the aid of several ACFI members did a good job of planning; it was exciting to see over 30 children 

attend and we had 5 new kids from the neighborhood. They got to hear Gospel and the seed has been planted at an early age. Praise God! We had our children conduct 

the entire service on children's Sunday. It was a joy to see all our children use their gifts to the glory of God. Angel and all the Sunday school teachers did a great job. 

Our ACFI family came forward in huge numbers to help a brother in need.  Bro. Suresh Bose coordinated with the Blood and Tissue center in Austin to schedule a 

donor drive at ACFI. 

We had our church picnic by Lake Travis and it was very interesting to see many ACFI men who were in charge of preparing lunch. They grilled hotdogs, chicken and 

veggie burgers.  Harry with the other men of ACFI made this event so much fun to the point we had to tell our members that it was time to go home. 

Our Student ministry, Prem Milan, led by Onesi and Piysuh is a great way to connect with our UT students. We now have over 35 students attend this on a regular basis. 

There is a lot of interest being generated in them about wanting to know about Bible Study and how to handle challenges in their day to day lives. Students met for a 

special Thanksgiving lunch and they had a wonderful time. 

Harvest festival, our annual fundraiser for missions was coordinated this year by Careth; several members volunteered in numerous ways. We had good participation 

from our members and GCC.  New this year was the clothes drive. 

ACFI hosted Aradhna for the second year; this outreach event was well attended both at the UT venue and at ACFI.  

Ravi, Shalini, worship team and Sunday school teachers did an excellent job for our Christmas Carol service. The play by the children was wonderful, presenting the core 

message of Christmas. 

Carol rounds this year was done over 5 days, visiting around 60 houses, it was a joy to visit non-believers. We will have special Christmas Day service and fellowship 

lunch. New Year mid-night service will also be conducted. 

God has blessed ACFI tremendously; several new families have joined us and we are seeing growth and depth in all aspects of the ministries in ACFI. We are getting 

stronger as a praying church and growing together as we allow God to use us, earthen vessels, to show the all-surpassing power of God. 

Thank you all for participating actively this year in the ministries of ACFI. I welcome you to be a part of the big things that God has in plan for ACFI. I am very excited 

to see what He has in store for us in 2009. 

Have a Merry Christmas and Blessed New Year 2009! 

 

In Him - Josh 
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Promise land  Orphanage - Sis. Radha White 

Sis.Radha White, a Hindu convert, along with her husband Rick, started Promised Land Orphanage in 1997 at Coimbatore, India. 

They began with 2 children, which has now grown to 34. Some of the children, mostly females, are from troubled homes and oth-

ers from the leper colony. The location is a small compound, which was donated. In light of the culture, female children are often 

shunned. In India there are many arranged marriages and the male receives a dowry from the parents of the female he takes as a 

wife. Therefore among poor families a female child can be considered a liability and may be abandoned or even killed. 

By culture, single females are second class citizens. They have very little interaction with males in public. Even married couples are 

restricted from any displays of public affection. 

ABOLISH FEMALE INFANTICIDE IN INDIA  

Vision:  Build a home for the orphan children.  The Lord allowed us to start Promisedland 12 years ago.  We need a home for the 

children... this will bring permanency in their lives and place to call Home.  With God all things are possible.  The current building 

rental contract would end in June 2009 before that comes we need a huge mira-

cles.  So, please pray for building a strong home based on God's Word and the 

Lord will send His Chosen workers to come and build in India. 

Praise Report :   

When I was in India in 2007, some one introduced Promisedland to the New 

Albany Rotary Club. All the members voted that this new club should adopt 

"Promisedland orphanage" as their international project.  Since then, there are few 

new developments and we thank God for that.  We realize that the purpose of 

God moving their heart is not only for what the members think, but also to create 

a National Awareness against Female Infanticide and call for it's abolishment in 

the entire nation of India.  Recently the Lord introduced Rick and I to Brother 

Jolly Abraham who was film singer now being used by God powerfully for His 

Glory among our people in India.  He gladly accepted our invitation to part of this movement by introducing our hearts' cry to 

stop the killing of the new born daughters of India to the film stars who are part of his ministry in Chennai. 

God is sustaining Promisedland orphanage by drawing young and older generation of our people in Coimbatore to come and be a 

part of our children in their times of joy (birthdays, child naming ceremonies) and sadness )loss of a loved ones) by celebrating or 

grieving with our children.  This is done usually with a meal to all the children, this new move of God started in January 2008 

when I was in India for 20 days!  Every day someone or the other visited Promisedland and asked if they can bring a meal for all 

the children.  It was just amazing and it still continues occasionally.  Several college students have been visiting them with bags of 

candies and sweets to treat them. 

Prayer request: 

Pray that the Lord will reveal the next step we ought to take in these critical 

times Christians are facing in India to save our girl babies. The Lord will con-

tinue to give me creative ideas to write and keep getting it produced as a 30 

second ads, 1 min ads by involving movie actors' and their God given gifts and 

talents to rescue innocent girl children's lives in India. 

Pray that the Lord raise up Christian workers who are loving, kind, filled with 

God's peace and patience would come and work and earn the salary they de-

serve.  

Vinod Emmanuel,ACFIõs mission team leader visited Promisedland in Dec 

2008. 



 

 

Childrenõs Ministry - Sis. Angeline Emmanuel 
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Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lore. Colossians 3:20 
All through the Bible, we read of Godõs mighty deeds and how He comes to the rescue of His people, although many 
times it appears that God comes through for His people in seemingly the last minute. Here are a few examples: When the 
people of Israel obeyed God, followed Moses and left Egypt, the Egyptian army started to chase them. As the Israelites 
were trying to get away, they came upon the Red Sea. They had nowhere to run. The people panicked and started com-
plaining, fearing for their lives. Moses said to them "Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the 
LORD will bring you today.ó Exodus 14:13.  The Red Sea parted for the Israelites; they traveled through it safely and 
reached the other side while the Egyptians who followed them were all drowned and gone forever! 
 When God asked Abraham to sacrifice his only son Isaac who he and Sarah had well beyond their child bearing years, 
Abraham obeyed. He was ready and willing to sacrifice Isaac for the Lord. It was not until the last minute when Abraham 
had lifted his sword to sacrifice Isaac, that the Lord called out to Abraham and said "Do not lay a hand on the boy," he 
said. "Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your 
son, your only son." Genesis 22:12. God blessed Abraham and multiplied his seed like the stars of the sky and the sand 
of the beach just as He promised.  
When Jesus was sailing with His disciples on a lake, suddenly a violent storm broke out but Jesus was sleeping in the stern. 
The storm got so bad that the disciples went to Him and woke Him up and said "Lord, save us! We're going to drown!" 
Mathew 8:23. Jesus woke up and rebuked the storm and it calmed down!  
God is intimately aware of what is going on in our lives. Sometimes it might appear that He is sleeping and other times it 
might seem like He is not paying attention to us. No matter how it appears to us, God is ALWAYS watching over us and 
will deliver us and help us make it through. The Word of God says in Deuteronomy 31:8 òThe LORD himself goes 
before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discour-
aged."  
Does it appear to you that God is not listening to you or seeming to not care about what you are going through? Be not 
discouraged, because if you look closely, He is right next to you ready and willing to help you. He wants you to call out to 
Him and trust Him completely. òThis is what the LORD says, he who made the earth, the LORD who formed it 
and established itñthe LORD is his name: Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable 
things you do not know.ó Jeremiah 33:3. 
This year we had the summer program for the children from June to August, during this period the regular teachers had a 
good break. Some youth and teen volunteered to share the word of God with Children through songs, stories and skits. 
Heartfelt thanks to Rachel, Esther Rebecca, Sanjana, Susmitha and Sucharitha. 

 

Backyard Bible Study ministry for the very first time gave the teens and adults an opportunity to be involved in the lives 
of local children through games, crafts, and teaching opportunities. It was very well coordinated by Nagaraju & Sirisha at 
Ravi & Mohiniõs backyard. Many Thanks. Despite of our efforts, we ended up with mostly churched kids but were not dis-
appointed! We still faithfully taught Gods Word to children. Next year we will encourage children to bring a friend and win 
a prize. Finally we had lot of FUN. 

September 7th  was our Sunday School kick-off at our worship service, we dedicated our teachers and children for the 
new school year, and updated congregation on our exciting new plans for Sunday School this year. We were really excited 
to restart Sunday school program from September with David C. Cook curriculum.  Going forward ACFI Sunday school 
children will sponsor a child this year. The money that we get from the offering can be utilized to support the child. Also 
the children will be presented with pictures and details of the sponsored child and will be encouraged to write, make crafts 
for the child. The Sunday school teachers of ACFI  thank you for giving us an opportunity to minister to your children and 
remember us in your prayer. 

Sunday School Teachers : Kiran, Shalini, Mary, Sirisha , Sudha, Prema & Angel. 

No Of Students :  33 



 

 

Donõt you love it that the Bible gives you commandments, standards to live by, wise sayings, raises questions in your mind but also gives the answers, 
the guidance that you need? The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. Proverbs 9:10 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow his precepts have good understanding. To him belongs eternal praise. Psalms 
111:10 

For the LORD gives wisdom, and from his mouth come knowledge and understanding. Proverbs 2:6  

At times we get so familiar with some verses that we do not get the full impact or meaning of the Word unless we purposely ôstudyõ the verse. What 
tremendous truths are given to us in the Bible! The Bible is the living Word of God; it talks to us afresh each day. The same verse is new each time 
you read it as the Holy Spirit reveals new truths and applications for your life. When we take the time to read the Word attentively, ponder on it, re-
flect its meaning and prayerfully consider what the Holy Spirit reveals to us, then we can ôsavorõ the Word of God and allow it to nourish our lives. 
The book of Proverbs starts out by laying out the purpose and theme of the book ð òfor attaining wisdom and discipline; for understanding words of 
insight; for acquiring a disciplined and prudent life, doing what is right and just and fair; for giving prudence to the simple, knowledge and discretion 
to the youngó - that is the purpose of our new ladies Bible study too. When the Book of Proverb is read with the rest of the Bible it gives us a recipe 
of good, insightful, Godly living. 

New Topic for the monthly Ladies Bible Study: 

We started the book ôPerplexing Proverbs for Womenõ by Susanne Scheppmann for our Bible Study book. Itõs a ten-week study that applies the wis-
dom of the Proverbs to ten primary concerns - heart-prints - in a woman's life. It uses both Old and New Testament passages to cement the concepts 
of the Proverbs and to help women gain wisdom in day-to-day living. The heart-prints that we will be looking into are Wisdom, Trust, Contentment, 
Friendship, Behavior & Emotion, Motherhood, Conversation, Finances, and Time. The format of the Bible study is for individuals to read through 
the designated chapter for the month, which is one heart-print for a month; spend time in Godõs word, write down your thoughts in the space pro-
vided in the book & bring that to the Bible Study meeting. In the Bible Study, we have a discussion time where one person leads the discussion and we 
share that we have learnt. I hope you are excited about the topic of study & will make very effort to attend, as we look to Godõs Word to study, learn 
and grow by sharing, encouraging each other. 

Discussion leadership: 

As we are using a book it will be great tool to enable women to step into leading the discussion, so I would like to rotate the leading of the discussion 
among the ladies. This does not involve preaching or preparing new material to teach the group but rather leading the discussion based on the chapter 
that all have read from the book. Consider this an opportunity to step in to lead; we serve each other when we take the time to prepare, share & lead 
our group. You will realize how much more and deep you learn when you prepare to lead a session. If you are interested in leading a session, let me 
know. 

Getting into the Word 

To help us focus on the topic we are reading and at the same time get us to read the Word, we have picked the book of Proverbs for the Getting into 
the Word activity. We will read 3 chapters from Proverbs for every Bible Study meeting; except for the 10th week of the study where we will do 4 to 
include the 31st chapter. New games / activities conducted based on the scripture portion read by different ladies keep this activity interesting, fun and 
at times competitive too. 

Sister in Christ 

In July we picked our new Sister in Christ. The idea of selecting new Sister in Christ is so that we can get to know more women in ACFI and start 
forming lasting relationships to nurture and help each other. Sister is Christ is based on Ecclesiastes 4:9-10: Two are better than one, because they 
have a good return for their work: If one falls down, his friend can help him up.  We achieve more and better results when we do something together. 
The same is true in our walk with Christ. The idea is that we will partner with another lady in ACFI - a Sister in Christ. You can get to know each 
other, pray for each other for specific things ð children, job, wisdom on any decision, anything at all. More than 22 ladies are participating; if you are 
interested, please let me know. 

Other News: 

In the summer months we had FUN fellowships, in June we did crafts and games. In July we went bowling; it was lot of fun as many 
families came out to have fun and fellowship. The September Ladies Bible Study was a start of our new Bible Study; it was exciting to 
have 16 ladies attend. We had an ôadventurousõ time trying to get to the ôgemõ that represented the word of wisdom from the Bible. In 
the course of identifying the ôgemõ or ôtreasureõ, which were various verses from Proverbs, we did an overview of the 10 Heart-prints 
we will be studying during the Bible Study. Baby shower for Alice Livingston was held in the month of October. The ladies got to-
gether for a time of prayer and fellowship to uplift Alice & Arul as they were looking forward to having brother for Caitlyn in Novem-
ber. Ladies Christmas Fellowship was on Dec 13th as the ladies had a time of fellowship, singing carols, hearing from the Word, new 
games, a fun gift exchange.  

Thank you ladies for the various roles you are taking on as you serve God in your special way. I appreciate your commitment and fel-
lowship. I am looking forward to the New Year 2009 expectantly for all the blessings that God has in store for each of us as we trust 
and obey Him.  

Sujatha David. 
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Ladies Ministry - Sis.Sujatha David 
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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and 
God of all comfort.  

II Corinthians 1 : 3  
In loving Memory of Ananda Rao Gali 

 

Ananda Rao Gali, 87 (Grandfather of Harry Maddela) passed away Dec 7th Sunday morning at 5am in while at his 

home in GUNTUR, Andhra Pradesh, India. He was a noble man and lived his life with in his means and survived 

by 2 daughters and 2 sons. 

 He worked hard and retired as Police Sergeant for the Government of India and lived a very simple life and gave 

his family a very decent life. He was a Godly man and very well respected person in the town he lived in. In addi-

tion to his wife he was preceded in death by his 1st son just 2 months ago in the same house. 

In Memory of Mr. Gali a service was conducted at Harry & Meenu residence on Decõ10th.  Harryõs mom Vasumathi, Meenu and Harry shared 

their experiences while in grief and the whole ACFI prayed for the Familyõs loss. Family Celebrated that he passed away into the other side to be 

with the Lord. 

Harry Maddela 

Fond Memories  

In loving memory of my mother Seetha Jaipal mother of three, grand mother of 5 and great grand mother of 2 went 

to be with her Jesus on the 21st of November,2008.She lived for Jesus all her life and showed us what is to love oth-

ers and to be compassionate. She being on her knees made us all stand up to face the world and follow HIS foot 

steps. 

[Dec.8/1922 to Nov.21/2008] 

We had successfully completed the Part One of the Two Part Series òGROWING IN CHRISTó The Five Great Assur-

ances that our Lord has promised us. We can clearly see that the Lord is moving in the hearts of men. There has been 

very good success from the Fun and Fellow ship Gatheringõs at the Main Event that was organized twice in one Quarter 

which was unheard in ACFI history. During the First event, the men had a wonderful time with their brothers in Christ 

and we were blessed through serving. Thanks to their participation. Our Ministryõs hope is to reach out to every men of 

ACFI and to minister them and provide Spiritual support and to expand our Vision in the Ministry by having a full house 

Bible Study. Our Second gathering was a Joint effort with the Womenõs Ministry on 07/18/2008.It was a joy to see all the 

families come together and celebrate the love of God that was poured in us. Dear Men there is Plenty of Work to do in 

the Kingdom of God. It is clearly written In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus instructs His Disciples that although many will 

be saved, there will be very few who work to spread the Gospel.  Jesus instructs them to pray to God that He will inspire more people to sow the 

Word: Though Salvation is not and cannot be accomplished by works, there are immediate and eternal rewards for winning people to Christ.  

The "fruit for life eternal" is the one investment in life that cannot be taken away by rising interest rates, stock market corrections or even death.  

Christians can make an eternal investment in the Kingdom of God.  There is much work to be done and the time is now. It is written in psalm 

133:1 "How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity!"The Menõs ministry is here to extrapolate, learn and grow with the pur-

pose that our Lord wants us to be in this world. We would like to move on to a New Study Guide which I would like to present to all men and 

this book revolves around the Men which is biblical, practical, and pulls no punches in dealing with the daily struggles that men face daily. God 

has blessed this ministry team beyond words in the history of ACFI.  I encourage all Men to take this seriously and attend ACFI monthly bible 

study that takes place every 3rd Friday@GCC. We don't work for ourselves but we work for the all  "High Master", our Lord. We walk by Faith 

and not by Sight. God has a purpose for each one of us and to fulfill his but only his High commission. 

Praises in Him,  

 Harry Maddela 

Mens Ministry  - Bro Harry Maddela 
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ACFI Harvest Festival - Bro. Careth Jefferson 

 

 

 

Harvest Festival 2008 was celebrated on Nov 9 2008. 

This is our annual fund raiser to support missionaries. We in-

vited members of GCC (Grace Christian Centre) for the event 

and there was a huge response from them. The missions sup-

ported by GCC and ACFI (Austin Christian Fellowship of In-

dia) were on display for everyone to get familiar and especially 

prayer for them. 

 

 

 

 

The event started with challenges from strong winds which we did not 

anticipate and plan for. At 2:30 PM we began the games and food sale. 

We had outdoor games including 18 ft slide, Moonwalk and other tradi-

tional games like lemon & spoon, slow cycling and sack race. After the 

service at 6:45 PM we had the Quiz about the missions ACFI and GCC 

support. We had active participation from the crowd in the open book 

Quiz where everyone can peruse the displays to find the answers. 

 

 

 

The items brought by our members similar to the first 

fruits after the harvest were auctioned. The auctioneer was our 

very own Deepu who stepped up in the last minute and did an 

excellent job keeping the entire crowded on the feet. We had a 

record participation from everyone. As all good things come to 

an end the event wrapped up at about 8:00 PM. 

 

 

 

The entire Harvest Festival team put lots of hours of planning and effort 

into this event and enjoyed every bit of it. 

To reiterate, our purpose was to raise support for missionaries. A big 

Thank You to all those who participated and made this event a grant suc-

cess. 
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Itõs that most wonderful time of the year again at ACFI. What better way to celebrate the 
birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ than to join our children in worshiping Him with 
music and carols. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Boyalapalli sisters kicked off the evening of December 7th with a melodious instru-
mental to usher in the Yuletide celebrations. Deepu and the choir enriched the Carol 
Service with traditional and regional carols bringing back memories of our days back 

home. 

 

 

 

 

This set the stage for the highlight of the evening: òItõs a Wonder-Ful Lifeó- a Christmas 
musical brought to life by our children at ACFI. It was truly a though provoking performance 
by the children, who left us with the message that there's no Christmas without Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

The vibrant five-girl choir stole the hearts of the members of the audi-
ence with its lively moves and voices. The musical ended on a grand note 
with an impressive rendition of the Halleluiah Chorus by the choir. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Robin Paul complemented the message for the evening by encouraging us to fully experience 
the Joy of the season because of what God has done for us. We bid farewell to the memorable eve-
ning with the soulful òSilent night.ó 

 

 -Sanjana Dominic 

 

 

ACFI Christmas Carol Serviceñ Sanjana Dominc 


